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THE SGAFFOLD.
The Desperate Negro Murderer,
Grant, Quieted at Last,

—

A SPECIMEN ASSASSIN.

History of the Killing of Amanda Spence,
His Aunt, at West Chester, Pa.

HIS FEROCITY IN PRISON.

Murderous Attacks by the Demoni-
acal Captive Upon the Keepers.

IIand-to~IIand Fight with
Four Wardens.

AN INCOHERENT CONFESSION.

Fast Society, Fast Women and
Hard Drinking His Ruin.

The Culprit fuflers the Last Penalty
Without a Murmur,

WEST CHESTER, Pa., Nov, 13, 1872,

About a year ago this quiet little town was awak-
coed from (ts wonted lethargy by the report of a
brutal assassination within its precincts. The report
upon Investigation proved to be true. Weltering
in her vlood lay Mrs. Amanda Spence, assasslnated
by one George Grant. Both partles were colored,
the murdered woman having lved In the place
pince 1840 and was justly cousldered & respectable,
lnoffensive person. By indusiry and frugality her-
pelf and husband had gathered together enough
money to go into business for themselves, At the
time of the murder they were keeping an oyster
galoon and restaurant and making a very comfort-
able living., Grant, the murderer, was & barber
and had married a piece of the Spences. After
the marrisge some difealty arose between Mrs,
Spence aud Grant, which culminated In her death,

THE FATAL BIOT

wia fired abount nine o'elock on the evenlong of the
ith of Cctober, 1871, It i8 a very quiet time in
guburban towns, and the report was heard by
peveral persons, who ran to their dooras to nscer-
tun the cause, TFollowing the direction from
which the report secmed to have come, the people
foond themselves at Spence’s oyster saloon, next
fioor to the Eagle Hotel on ong side and adjolning
the alley which leads into Parker's coal yard. The
building fronts on Gay street, and 1s occupled as a
barber shov, oyster saloon and residence. The |
pyster saloon 18 in the basement, and 18 reached by
descending some flve or six steps from the pave-
ment, and the barber shop 18 on the {irst floor over

l-ulua'o-nhb&ot; Lapoks to him about the conss.
of sach a he snid he did not care & damn
What became of his soul or himself.

When the juory brought in their veralet of guilt
Grant's counsel %ﬂ Botice thal thag would a{pé
for & new trial, e Bupreme Court devied thel
pnrr. and (rant was cgd, in acoordance
with tue tinding of the Court that tried him, to be
hung November 13, 1572, He waa remanded to the
Jail, where he has sinoo d, never lm.-llu!

ven the kee any Apécial troubile until Ias

ednesday. 0 Or throe weeks ago Grant begun
to pe very uneasy.
HE WAS IMPENITENT, IMPATIRNT AND REVENGEFUL.
The first suspicions circumstance than arose camo
from & request from Grant to Lls keeper for a quar-
ter of a pound of snuff, a4 he d to preserve
his clothes from the moth! This was, In ular
m:lsnkue, alt u:l.i:e:m “%.&“ ?Ed . M

eeper, deo
confined in one of the oells on the third
tier. On Wednesday aiternoon Rev. Josoph Evans
visited Grant {n hia ‘cell, and labored with him for
his spiriteal wellare, but cam: away discouraged.
Grant's wife was with him aiso un’ that duy, but
left a8 the minister entered. About five o'clock, as
thie keepers were engaged deliveriag supper and
locking up the prisoners for the night, Grant sent
for Mr, Hainea, There were on duty at tiia time
B, F. Halnes, keeper; James Shearer, assistaut;
Cloment Cooper, duy watchman, and & colored
prigoner; numed Jolin Lunsdale, who 18 kept busy
1 various ways about the prison. As Mr. Haines
entered the cell Grant called his attention to some
smoke arising in the back part of the cell. While
o the cell Graut ssruck him two Bevere blows on
the head with & very formidable weap n, ‘The flist
blow was on the back part of the head. On recely-
ing it Mr. Hnines called for holp, A second blow
followed immediately, and Mr. Haines lay
ALEEDING AND BENSELESS ON THE FLOOR
Grant sprang out into the corridor, bat the asalst-
ants had arrived, and they rushed for nim. Grant
ran towards the north end of the jall and aprung
over the corridor to the floor on the second ter.
Here he wus met bﬁ Cooper, and a fearfal atruggle
waa the result, both the lesoner and kKeeper beat-
lug each other with billles In_the mosi terrible
manner, Shealar obtained Mr, Halues' plstol and
rusned to the scene of condict, Graut sprang upon
Snearer with the ferocity ol a tiger, but Shearer got
tie best o1 him aud peunded him over the head
with the pistol. By time Lansdale came up
and Grant was thrown over Lhe rall to the paved
court below, Here he again mel Uooper, and both
men went at It again with renewed activity, Aa
the fight progressed tkey neaved the door leading
out 0i the court into the vestibule or room leadin
into the street, Shearer approached and tire
three or four shots futo Grant, bul, strange L0 Bay,
without effect. Grant, finding the odds too much
against him, put for s cell and entrenched him-
self behind the door, Mr. Haincs, huving recovered
sufficiently In the meantime to get up and walk
away. Having got inside his cell, the prisoner ias-
tened the door and secured It with am iron hook
from the Inside, and then bade deflance to-every
one, stating that he was well armed and would
shoot. He kept his cell in & state of slege for over
fifteen hours, and would not surrender until tho
next morning. He made several %romnm lovking
to a swrrender conditionally. or insiance, he
asked to be left alone three days. Faillog in this,
he asked one day, but nothing would be eed Lo
by the oflicers; and then it was suggested that he
be chlorotormed or drowned out, bul neither of
these suggestions was acted upon. He rempined
quiet during the nl_gh:. but covered his window and
cell door with blankets early ln the mnorning.
HE SURRENDEBED ON THURSDAY

morning and allowed the oflicers to enter his cell
without molestation. 1t was discovered that he
liad padded his hnuf with blankets und an old coat,
and none of the bullets penetrated to his skin, 1
was shown s coat yeaterday that he had wound
around Lis body, inside his- snirt, There wos a
hole in it where the bullet pagsed through, and the
collar was covered with blood where he had bled
from the wounds on his head. Mr. Haines wus
badly hurt about the head and Mr. Cooper was
ulso severcly injured in the struggle. Loth men, I
am glad to say, are lmproving, sithough Mr,
Haines s still confined to hia bed,

On Thursday morning, belore Grant surrendered,
he asked (o Mr, Hodgson. When Mr, Hodgson
arrived Grant gave him the following document
and asked that it might be published ;—

LOOK ON THAT AND THEN ON THIS !
West Onesrer, Counry Puisow, Nov,, 1873
Wesr Cnester, Sovrn Wann, 18 Oank or Mu, DaNikn

Youso, Yor THE GRAND ARMY OF THE REPUSLIC (—

I hope these foew linea may find all who may read or
hear tgum read enjoying the beat of health, Thank God,
Inm well.  This opportunity affords me groat plessure io
pen these few lines of ndvice, First, allowe me to ask you,
my dear fellow citlzens, how you are heading at this pres-
ent ume. My dear triends, those among you who may
know or are well acquainted with me, and those who do
not know me, I will try and explain a small portion of

the saloon. The room immediately in rear of the
restaurant, and on the same floor, 18 used a8 a
kitchen, and the balance of the bullding as a resl
dence. The pavement I8 on a level with the
Baloon floor, and about three feet below
the sorface of the alley, from which
it i divided by o close board fence,
in which are two gates. In the rear of the
building Is a small plece of ground planted in eab-
bage, fowers and shrubbery. It was here the mur-
der was committed. At the time of the murder a
girl, twelve or fourtcen years of age, was in the
kitchen, She stated to the Coroner's jury durlng
the fiavestigation that her grandmother (Mra.
Bpence) had just returned from visiting some
nelghbors and had gone into the yard to close the
phutters. Having closed the shutters she started to
retarn to the honse, and had just touched the door-
latch when the shot was fire/, and the girl heard
her grandmother exclaim “Oh " She rushed into
the saloon and told her grandfather that “some-
body had hurt grandma." By this time some people
had arrived on the premises and found Mrs. Spence
Iylog on ber back, her fect in the doorway and her
head and body on the paved area. She was imme-
diately taken up and carried into the house. She
#ald not & word, but gasped a few times and almost
immediately expired.
SEARCHING FOR TOE MURDERER..

The newa spread with rapidity, Anxious in-
quiries were made as to who conld be the murdercr.
Susplclon pointed to 8 man named Darrell, a¢ he
had u tew weeks previoualy nttered threais against
Mre. Spence for compelling him to disgorge o ten
doilar pote he had stolen from a costomer (n the
Larber shop.  Barreil lived just ontslde of the town,
at Dowers' mill. OfMlcers Bolb and Lynch tcok a
carriage al once and proceeded 1o Barrell's house.
They found him at home and arrested him. Before
twelve o'clock he was lodged in the county jall
Previous to Darrell's arrest a search was made on
the premises of the murdered woman for traces of
the murderer. During the search an old musket
was found under the shrubbery. The musket
barrel had been cut off to within six or eight inches
of the nipple. The stock had also been sawed off
and whittied down, the design of the party who
did it evidently belng to make a horse pistol of it.
On the steps a partially burned and singed plece of
calico was found, which had been used as wadding.

THE POST-MOKTEM EXAMINATION
revealed the fact that three balls had been shot

from theé weapon Into Mrs. Spence’s back; one, a
heavy slug, was sticking in the skin under her left
breast; the other two (buckshol) had passed
t.h.ro:fh the beart sand lungs. In the course of the
examination the pistol was produced, but no one
recognized it.  George Grant, the murderer, gaw |t,
but “knew nothing of it or who It belonged to 1"

Grant remained in the house all night and as-
Fisted In varlous ways. He helped carr{ﬂ;ue body
u;l::nt.ulr& He also went to a llvery stable and got
ahorse and carrlage for Mr. Spence to drive to
Philadelphia to notify the police, and in the morn-
{ng assisted in getting breakfast |

THE OWNKNSIIP OF THE PISTOL

was traced to Grant, and he was arrested. He ad-
mitted having owned it, but sald he had lost It
several weeks since, while nhoutinf crows in a
fleld pear the town.  When shown the pistol the
revious evening he denied having ever scen it be-
ore. His storles being so contradictory he was
locked up. Witnesses were found who remem-
bered he had borrowed & ramrod with a serew in
1t to clean the plstoi; that he loaded it with slug
and shot, the same 48 found o the body of the mur-
dered woman; and the calico wadding found on
the doorstep corresponded with umue?onml in a
bureaun drawer in Grant's house, His reputation

was not altogether unsuliled, he haviog spent two |

or three rms In  prison; and takimg all
the facta {uto conslderation it  was de-
termined to hold him for trial.  Barrell
was believed to be an accomplice, The trial

guickly followed, and ended in Grant's couviction
of murder ol lhe first degree. The evidence
against him was very strong, numerons witnesses
having sworn to seelng the plstol in his possession
on the night of the murder, the evidence of He-
becea Price and Eliza Dennls belug  cspeclally
damaging.
CONCLUSIVE TESTIMOKY OF GUILT,

mmbecu I'rice, on belog sworn, deposed as fol-

Jdsaw Grant on the m.sm of the murder atont elght
I!_ﬂ'lock; I fix the time by the departure of the seven
o'clock \raiti; It was about three-quariers of an lour
after the traln had lett that he came to my house; he
Wik there from ten to ffieen minutes; he asked my son
for m penknlte;, he replicd that he had Done;
tirant  reached in  (he  cupboard, fook & case.
knlfe, went 6 the puresu and commeneod
Nfllﬁiﬂ! somethiog: my daughter asked him what he
wan doing; lie sald, “'None of your business,” and thit he
fﬂlﬁ&%n;zd 1o his own busdiess; lie had o Inrge pistol
by i he reached s hand back under his cont:
k way toward me; whon he turned towards me
!i. A handkerchicl in Lis hand: he psked me for 8
r 1 1 could not ses what he waos dolne ; hie appeared to
0 learing something tougher than | aper; notieed
powder on the buresn cover after he 111-; 3 there was no
‘uch inark there betore; Grant it a clgar wind went oul:
soon heard the report of o pistol: ghoot f r
fwenty minutes miter I heard the repore Grnnt cane to
o1y door and sald o my son you le or ure & Hnr, he s 11
ot the steps with the girls for about five minnte., o
Eliza Dennls sworn—Enw Grant o the evening of the |
murder; e wad going In the dircetion of Engw cystep |
LM

el e WLs on InY woy to Curtis Binith's store ;. just s
hie pased mo he sald to humselt, "The d—d Wik —D,
I will muioh oy be ore sunrise;”" T heard hin griv bis
tecth an Le gitered these words, * * * He said the

=il isid b1 wis Lrying to put mischilef into Liswiiy's
znu; that Lo had walebed for bor vae uwiglit to kil her

where his wifec works; e passed me on 1 Wurely ]

my termer life In thie days that are passod and gone.
0(’1'! 1t geemns very hard to me to call those outrageous
thoughts to my “mind, even to write them. Second
disrespectable company foolishly was my uhoim.m:l
also that destractible cum‘i_amon who anawers to the
name of stromn nk. hird, women of ill fame,
Through these three instrumonts the devil hoscansed
me to e hated even with bhm\mum{ revenze. It has
catsed at last that I am surrounded In unjust law
and a horrible death is my doom, Falsely I have been
persecuted and rohbed ot my just rights both in law and
sell-respect, My dear readers, ploase consult your ow
minds is | Wil you the cause of this all. 1t Is those three
cholee, destruetiblo companlons, which were my honrt's
delight ouce, but, mF dear resders, I foel happy to in-
form you ull iu this fong and miserable incarceration I
have meditated deeply and lawented those three
destructible companlous.  Bo, my dear readers,
lease take warning and advice by thess few
Inos from me. 17 there are any of you inclined to any of
these three destructible temptations haste and free yours
sell from them before they surround you and bind you
from foIH'JLIa‘I. rights in law and seli-respect as they have
me. Oh! dear readers, here §s one bricht and good con-
solation—Jesus Christ, the hope and lite of everlastin
lite. Oh! He is the strong deliverer of all that is ev
temptations. Oh! dear readors, it you huve not loved
and given yourselves to Jesus, who loves you, take ad-
viee from one who has cxperienced the bad ana the mmll
‘The sooner you start ondmm- knoes in tears and with all
your burden of sin will fighten. Oh, that 1 was & good
scholar!  How would love to write and tell
you nll the joy and happiness o enjoy In
loving Jesus! 7The day of “'f death Is very clow h{.
but I can cheerfully say speed on happy day and take
mwe from this world of sin, shamo and sorrow. It has
been sald 1 don't talk much. It is truo, I have no need
for much talk with men of ttls world no more than to
adviso any ene who is not on his guard that hell is very
Inrge and always very hungry for these who will not
take advice and hear the word of God; and the devil, in
the form of strong drink, and in the form of bad com-
pany, snd in the form of ill-fame women and s great
many other evil tempiations, will rob the munﬁ-
est man_ of just rights in  law and  sell-
respect.  Just consult your own minds how
honorable  Judge Butler said when my trial was
geing on i Rebecca Frice's word can be relied on that I
was a gullty man. There Issomething, my dear readers,
to look into & woman I thought well ot. 1 hope that will
be & warning It there Is any one who Is ielined to any of
theso three destructive temptations. I will now bring
my letter 10 & close, Yours, very friendly and respeet-
u IE. GEONGE GRANT,
Oh, think how unjust! The Hon. Judge Butler nsked
OfMcer Ever Miles It 1t was a general thing for colored
&enpll: in the borongh of Wesat Chesfer to tell the truth ¥
r. Miles snys no, whieh is more than Mr, Miles or any
one else can say to be the Thope this all won't be
forgutien. Yours, truly, GEORUGE GRANT.
As the fatal day drew pearer Grant seemed at
| thmes to be repentant, He expregsea sorrow for
lils misdeeds and promised to be tractable In the
futare. When I arnved at West Chester yester.
day and called on the sherill Le told me they pro-
posed to

the

truth,

IRON THE I'RISONER
in the afternoon. It was feared there woeuld be
trouble, and Eheriff Gill had made every prepara-
tlon to secure the fellow. 1 went to the jail about
halt-past one, There were present one of the Jail
Commissioners, the Sherifl, three or four keepers
and two vutslders, bronfht In for the ozcasion, to
help in case of & disposition on Grant's part to
ehow fight. Sherlll Gill put a gix-shooter In his
toat pocket, another man carrled & wrench, an-
other a malier, a keeper bore the handeums and
“ankiets” and I carried my pencll and npote
ook, Grant was in & cell on the
upper tier. The party went up, and the Sheriff
opened the door, A man passed in, quickly fol-
lowed by a second and a third and & fourth. Grant
was taken completely by surprise. When he woas
Informed of the nature of the visit he said he would
rither be ironed down stairs, as he feared he could
not walk down after minf ironed. As It was the
intention of the Sheriff to take him down stairs
Anally this request was acceded to, and the party,
with Grunt in charge, returned to the lower or
ground tier of cells, Grant was conducted to a cell
on the righthand stde, and the keepers and the
Bherl® followed. Then began a gerles of lmpreca-
tions and crying and fault-finding. Every one pros-
cnt was accused of
. WANTING WIS HEART'S BLOOD,

“You would kill me now if you could, and yon ail
know I am innocent, so you do,” he continued, in
the intervals between his tears and imprecations,
There was some dificulty in tinding & pair of Land-
| eufls to ruit, as It was found the others had been
| broken when the party entered the nrper cell,
| Grant tolid us e broke them on the iron edge of the

kiuk in the eell, Finally the manacles were ad-

justed and the handcuf® seourely fixed and sprung,
| wnd we retired.  The Jall Commissioner ssked we
up to look ut

GRANT'S PORMER CELL,
and snch o sight! The wall was covered with blood
from Mr. Halnes' wounds, the bedding and straw
seattered about the foor, two hoies dug into the
wall above the door where the desperado had
hoped to make his escape since last Wednesday.

Bome one found a billy, recently made,
which 1 found by it4  welght to con-
eist  of  somethin besides lead. 1 cut

it open and foupd it was made of two pleces of
file, o lot of green worsted wrapped around these
pleces, and the whole wray l'dp!l‘ll.'l cord, It had
o leather cover, and wonld have been a formidable
weapon In a nlrmqf man's hand, Graut had a
valise, which was brought down stalrs. In the
vallse were lound a vamber of small gteel saws,
When I left the jall Grant wis with his spiritoal
ndviser, The Sherim gent him some oyeter goup,
but he found fault with it. He wanted t put In

a Un pan, Then he wanied the Deputy Sheritl to
leave ; but that oMeer replied that it must be eaten
while he was present, Grant got up and took the
soup to A corner of the eoll and threw it on the
figor ; then, turaing to the Depuly, sald, “You come
in here tlunking to make me mid, 1 could, with
all my irgne on, hold you till you squirmed,”” The
Deputy had no farther bustness in that cell,

HIZ LAST NWHT ON EAMTIL

When evening shudows began to gather, and the
howling of the wind and dying ieaves made the
travellr in the gtrects hasten home, the des.
perate wretch, whose span of Ufe on carth was
nesuredly =0 short, looked thiough his narrow
window ot the blank prison wall without and
cursed In his heart the couses that had deprived
hin of s liverty and would soon deprive him of his
Wi, “On! it seems very havd on me to call those
| outrageous thoughts to my mind, even to write
| Whem,  Sceond, disreputable compaity foollghly wis
my choles, and algo that destroctible companion
who answers to the name of strong drink, Third,
Women of ill-isme," he bad writicn In bis “'¢on~

teaslon,' as the people here torm it. How mudch of
developed in the recollections and the re-

morso altending the lite
orse was keen, even in the mind of this

al
by reading the record ol this tragedy the mission
of the Jotrnallat, 1o Teport it cidss, will not have
been In'vain, The keepers went thelr acoustomed
rounds and reported ail well. No sound broke the
sllence pave the su whisperings and stan
the Gw? e ith the “:m man, and cne
Was W 0

might tancy at times that his ap) to Grant
were belng met with a responalve tremor of that
glant frame; bat his mind wandered from the
ﬁ-.w mystery of the hercalter, his whole anxiety,

uﬂ&ermnnt thought being to guin an advantage
over hiskeepers. Hut this could not be. The lastturn
of the rivet on his mauacies, the final ‘“cliek’ to
the closing handcums d“mlf“ the last faint
chance ol Ho?e had fled; yot ho Ima::.
But at times he felt the full st-mrrt'l of his position,
and hope was superseded by fell despair,” As the
shadows of evening lengthened the Sherir ad.
vanced nolselessly down the corridor and looked
around him, Everything waa lusuge: but it wan
decmed best to make assurance doubly sure, Two
Lights were broughs into the corridor and fixed on
cach slde of Grant's door; the outer door, which is
of wood, being left epen, and the innerone, which
ia of iron and geated, tightly olosed and secured.
The first two of the 8ix men detalled to guard the
prisonor were brought in and began thelr wateh ol

80 on till morning.

FREPARING POR DEATH,
At nine o'clock Grant thought he would Ike to
have some minco pio, 1t was given him, He nte a
whole ple, and then asked for water. He slept
soundiy all ulght, and awoke 0 the mommE, feel-
ing well. At sovem o'clock he ate a hearty break-
fast, His rellgious adviser came In early,
began a conversation with the prisoner about the
future of his soul. Grant Hetencd nttentively, and
replied In mouesyliables, As the mo:mlnz woie on
aud tie time neared or the execut on of the law
Grant became a Little nervous, One of his attend-
anta pskod him if he would like to have anything
to ent, He replied he would like a lttie moco
mince ple.  Of course hia request was grautgd.

At lolty-flve minutes pa-t ten the Deputy sherif,
Major Macfarlund, swore all present as deputies,
At cleven o'clock the Sherlir, My, Gill, accompanied
by Lewis J--:\ra.rm,t the vilage hlauumhh, proceeded
to the cell of the condemn end informed him
that his time had come, Grant submitted guletly
to the removal ol his manacles. His arms were
then pinloned aud his hands tled in front.

T, P

1E PROCESSIUN,
conslating of the Sheritf and deputies and the
Sheril’s jury, then began the march to the scal-
fold. As the processlon emerged (rom the prison
to the yard a nwnber of negroes were seen perchod
on the rooi of a house kard by, morbidly interested
apectators of the tragedy within the prison walls.
Owing to the precautions oi the anthorities they
could see very little, na the scatfold wnd crected
directly under the aagie of the prison wall.
THE SCAFFOLD

was very simple In construction, consisting of two
upright poets, twelve lest high, with a crossbheam
from the top of each, Seven steps led up to the
Iatform, which was made like s table, with tho
enl fulling inward, Arrived on the scaffold, Rev,
Joseph Evans offered a short prayer In the
prisoner’s behall, Grant's lips mormuring an in-
pudible response the while. The sheriff, Gill, at
the conclnusion of the prayer, preduced some cord,
with which ho tied Grant’s ankles, Imvlng rwat'-
formed this duty the minister bade Grant fare-
well, ®hen the Sherul shook handa  and
whispered a word of hope to the trembling wretoh,
The Deputy Shevilt guve Grant o farewell
pressure of the hand, the black cap was adjusted,
@ mignal given, the rope was quickly pulled, the
trap lell to the brick pavement, and the body of
deorge Grant awung in mid air, The ropa was not
very tghtiy adjuated, and the knot slipped around
to the back ot his neck. Death was not inssanta-
neons, but was induced by strangulation. The

liyalelans diil not prouounce lfe extinet nntil the
H(ady had hung twenty-three minates. There 18 o
general feeling of reliel among the people here
now that the executlon has taken place, for Grant
wasa very reasonahly feared, and especially by the
colored people in this borough,

BOARD OF COUNTY CANVASSERS.

The Board of County Canvassers assembled last
evening In the chamber of the Board of Super-
visors, Daniel E. Conover presiding, After the
adoplion of several unimportant resolutions it was
discovered that o deadlock was placed on the pro-
ceedings of the DBoard, inasmuch ns the returng
from several election districts were Incomplete.

General CocARANE addressed thoag present, He
argued that there were a great many obstacles In
the way of commencing the canvass ol the re-
turns in conssquence of the irregularities on the
part of the inspectors and poll clerks, who have in
many Instancea failed to comply with the law,
which clearly stated that the imspectors and poll
clerks of each district should sign thelr names
across the envelojes containing the returns, in or-
der to avold transferring, and cited the followlng
section of the Election law:—The sald tors
shall make triptcate statements of the resuit of the
canvass and cstimate of the votes. Ench of the
statements shall contain a caption stating the dq{
on which and the number of the eloction distric
and Assemnbly distriet and the city and county in
relation to wiich such statement shall be made,
and the time of o eulnF and closing the polls of
such election district. It shall also contain o state-
ment showing the whole number of votes given for
each person, designating the ofMce for which they
were given, which statement shall he written or

artly written and partly printed, in words at
ength, and at the end thereof a certificate that
such statement is correct in all reapects, which cer-
tificate and each sheet of paper forming part of the
statement shall be subscribed by the sald Inspectors
and poll elerks. If any inspector or poll clerk
shall decline to sign any return he shall state his
reasons therefor in  writing, aml a cop
thereof, signed by him, supll be enclose
with each return. Each of the statements
ghall be encloged in a envelope, which shall then be
securely sealed with wax and each of the inspect-
ors and each of the poll clerks shall write his name
ncroas every fold at which the envelope, Il un-
rastened, counld be opened, and across the secils
thereon. One of the envelopes shall be directed
on the outside to the clerk of the Board of Super-
visors; another to the County Clevk, and the third
to the Chiefl of the Bureau of Elections, Each set
of talliea shall also be eénclosed, securely sealed
and signed in like manner, and one of the en-
velopes shall be directed on the outslde to the
Chief of the Bureau of Elections and the other to
the Mavor. Uun the outside of every envelope shall
be endors+d whether 1l contains the statement or
the taliles, and for what election and Assembly dis-
trict.” 1o his mind it was clear that the attend-
ance of the Inspectors and the poll clerks was in-
dlapensable, but meanwhile he proposed that
they should procecd with the canvass. ‘That it waa
ne‘:mmr,n to have legal advice he admitied, and he
trusted that the services of the legal adviser of the
Board of Supervisors would be called iuto requisl-
lr.ll:mi in order to make the proceedings of the Board
egal,

@ CHATRMAXN then stated that the First Assem-
bly district, in nunaeléuuuce of there heing only five
signatures, shoull by law be ruled ount. * The
Second did not contain a single district the returns
of which were properly made ont,

Bupervisor VANCE was of opinion that nmotwith-
gtanding the irregularities in question, the Board
onﬁht to proceed with the canvass,

ayor HaLL then addressed those present. He
referred to a resolution already proposed by him
and said :—If the Board can question the authen-
ticity of one district be woull lige to know
why it could not question all, and clied
legal authorities in support of hls argument.
1t was, he gaid, incumbent on the members of the
Board to guard, a8 much as possible, agaiust any
tampering with the election returns, and he, as a
lawyer, knew they had It in their power 10 remedy
the defect, and at all events, a8 a matter of pa!lu{
it was wrong to say that the guarantee should
be digpensed with,  Ile felt certaln that, unless
sOme steps were taken now to put a final stop to
all tampering, the Inspectors and poll clerks at the
next election wounld entirely neglect their busi-
ness,  In one of the Assembly districts he had
lieard It stated that & m.omber claime: there was
something wrong, lupsmuch as his opponent had
been elected by only one of a majority, while there
was no doubt the election of Aldermen would be
very closely contested, and unless the law was
gtrictly complied with he, i8 a lawyer, would be
very glad 1o coniest gl}u legality of any
member returned. e therefora thougnt, W jm-
Freselns his views on the Board, he Wwad
wt discharging @ public duty, and he earnestly
lioped they would do nothing outside of the styict
letter of the law, for the omisslon of the iuspectors
and poll clerks Jurnisics o more thon suflicient
question of law.

Several members addressed the mecting, advo-
cattnF the sentiments of Mayor Hall, and ulti.
mately o resolution was adopted that a commitiee
of three, In addition to the Secretary of tne Board

f Aldermen pod the Secretary of the Board of

apervisore, be appointed Lo eéxamine the enve-
lopes of each district, and report accordingly,

rhe meeting then adjourned uutll tuls morning,
at ten o'clock.

It may be mentioned that Mr. Davenport stated
that the nawes of the Aldermen already published
as elected by the Assoclated Press and pollce
figures correspond with those ciected by his own
returns, though there are some cases of diference
a8 to the respective number of votes received,

Something Gone Wrong,

Conslderabie excitement was caused at Pollce
Headguarters  yesterday alternoon by the an-
nouncement of the reception of a despateh from
the County Canvassers, ordering all the poll-clerks
and Ingpectors of the Firat, Second and Third As-
semibly distiiets to appear before those genticmen.
About three hundred persons had to be notined of
of the desire of the canvassers to intorview thom,
wnd It was evident (rom the [ovks of some  of them,
as they hurried to Headguariers to flud out what
was the matter, that semething had really gone
wrong, Whether the election olllcers were ac-
quainted with the danger In which they stood or
not could pot be ascertalned; but the public will,
no doubt, be duly informed of the cause and mean-
ng ol the thundering desputch,

Kix hoars, to be {n turn reileved by two others, and |

MANSARD ROOFS.

The Danger to Which New York Is Exposed by
Their Faulty Construction—Where the De-
foots Lie and the Bemedy—The Mansard
tho Main Cause of the Conflagration in
Boston—The Bystem Must Be
Bither Modified or Abolished.

The sudden desolation that within little more
than a ycar has visited two of the most flourishing
cities of the American Continent and the terrific
rapldity with which they were destroyed by the
aread clement of fire naturally calis attention to
the causcs wineh ocontributed to bring about two
such sweepiag disasters. It would be impossible
to imagine that they could ocour If everything in
the conatruction and government of the cities was
right, amd the gquest.on oomes slgnificantly
home to us:—Is our own city lable to be
overtaken - with a calamity simillar to those
which have overtaken Boston and COhleago, and
if o, what steps can be taken to preventit, The
difference In the construction ol tiue three cliies s
not great enough to war:ant the conclusion that
New York Is sale irom sudden danger, and in some
reapects {t {3 more exposed to It than elther of its
sister citios, That the two greatest conflagrations
which the world has witneased In 800 years should
have ocourred 1n this ceuntry within so short in-
tervala from each other Is a stuctling lsct, and
from presont appearances Wo may  expoct
one or two similar visitations in ewery de-
cate, Wnen the spectacle of powerloss fire
departments and devastating toraadoes of flame
18 witnessed around us in such rapld successlon
New York may well tremble for its safety, and
should devise means to reuder uttérly impossibie
any blow to 1ta onward march in trade, commerce
and civilizatlon. An extended confiagration in
New York would be the decislve overthrow of

AMBRICAN INDUSTRY,
for our city ls the Empire City of the Union, and

the downfull of ita interests would be the common
1vas of the Awmerlcan people,

Among the causes which uave contributed to the
fires in Hoston and Chicago, the one most ire-
quently heard of and cmphatically dwelt upon by
experienced buildera Is the rapid growth in the
two cltics within the past five yeara of buildings with
Mansard roofs. The experience of every city
in the Union teuelun{ the fact that how-
ever beautliul such buildings wmay be in
arohitectursl effects, and however conducive
they sare to convenience, room @and com-
tort, they contaln grave defects whioh can only be
remedied by the total abolition of the Mausard or a

reatly improved method in {ts constroctlon.
ilmout every ediilce that (8 now belng erected Is
not considered salie without the addition of one of
those roofs—atores, dwellings, hoteis, manufac-
tories, asylums, hospitals and other edifices devoted
te public purposes. On most of these the Mansarda,
in conformity with a spirit ot jalse e¢conomy and
an catentations deaire for isplay,

ARE (CONSTRUCTED ENTIRELY OF WOOD,
with a thin covering of slate on the outside, faat-
ened to wood, leaving the upper portion ol the
puilding, In case ol & sudden confagration, cn-
tirely unprotected,

Alter the Uulcngo fire a seloct committee was
appointed by tae Board of Underwriters to exam-
Ine wto the whole system of French or Mansard
roofs, and from the published result of the investi-
gatlon an 1dea cau be had of the estimation in
which such roois are held by insurance men. The
entire system a8 it now t'c\rad:ﬂ &u snonnced 1u
unmeasired terms, snd modifleation or over-
throw demanded as the only safegnard against
sudden fire in all great commercipl and
mannfacturing  centres,  Mansard roofd are
of French origln, but. the style In which
they are constructed here ditfers entively from that
of Paria. In Paris 1t ls in all casea required that
| the walla ahonld extend above the horizontal and
als’ the slope of the roof, and they are never under
any circumstances to be allowed to be uncoped.
Wood 18 not permitted to be used except In the
main planking, and everything that would have o
tendency to atract or feed fire 14

CAREFULLY GUARDED AGAINST.

It has been stated by some that such coping
tends to destroy the architectural beauty ol the
edifice, but this theory can be entirely reluted by
the examjination of such stroctures as the
Nuatlonal Park Bank, the Equitable Life As-
surance Company, the HemaLD building, and
vthers, which are ?arruct modals of strength,
symmetry and beauty, The rools of all these
builuinga are entirely constructed of stone and
iron, No wooidwork i3 used, and even the plaster-
ing Is upon iron lathing. The same can be said of
very lew of the a‘flpursn:lr magnificent ealtices
which adorn Broandway, which, however pleasing
in their exterior and graceful in their appearance,
are utterly unable to offer any opposition to a
stro:;g fire when 1t comes ngon them. It is an ab-
surdity at the outset to firat erect buildings of
great helght—six or seven stories—make the lower

art fireproof and then put a tinderbox on the top

o ridicule what has been done for salety under-
neath. Among the many serious defects of the
systemm may be mentioned the extreme diMeculty
which confronts the firemen in their efforta to ex-,
tingulsh Namea when they break out in the roofs
of these bulldings, In Beston, from thelr immense
helght, 1t was fonnd to be utterly impossible to
bring o stream of water to play upon them, and
the showers of broken slates which rained Inces-
santly down upon the heads of the men at work
forced them to withdraw to such a distance from
tne buildings that thelr efforts were entirely neu-

tralized,
— THE PIRE IN BOSTON

originated in a bullding with a Mansard roof, was
fed Muansard roots, and only checked when 1t
resched a district in  whicn there were no
Mansard roofs to burn., The number of these
roofs in Boston was extremely large, and they
bave found favor in almost overy city of the Union—
in New York, Brooklyn, Philadeiphia, Cincinnati,
Qleveland, Newark, Hartford, Chicago and other
large places.

In none of those citles can the roofs be called
sale, and they offer no protection ost fire ; and
in Franklin and Devonshire streets, in Boston, they
extended whole blocks without any visible break.
In White street, in this city, much valuable prop-
erty 18 slmllarly exposed, and the Board of Under-
writers have ecveral times called attention to the
lnnee-i};uy of the bojldings n certain parta of the
srreeta,

The report of the committee mentioned hefore
winds np by na{mg that the only safety of the city
of New York lles in n radical reformation of the
law relating Lo this Important part of bulldings.
It states that it has been suMelently demonstrated
that there |8 no necegsity why those handsome

ndditions to

THE CITY ARCHITEOTURE
should be lost If certaln conditions are ohserved,
and the committee end thelr report with the foi-
lowing suggestions ;—

Where Mansard roofs arc placed on dwellings where
the roof is not over ten feet in height the casings, frame
ratters and sheathing may be of wood, provided, in sl
caden, the l:u:u;l:lfI on the tace of the root Is not less than
twelve Inches in depth, but in all eases division walls
must be carried throngh the roof and coped In the usuai
way. On all othor bulldi the casings, frames, rarters
and backing of the Mansa must b of iron or other

3 eopings to all walls to extenid through the
roof nt least twelve inches.  Alteratlons—Where one or
maore bulldings are altercd hereafter to be eovered under
ane roof, the i\‘idigg walls of the same shall be carried
througl the roof, and coped at least twelve inches on the
100, as well as on the face at every Aty feet.

Mr. MceGregor, the Superintendent of the Publie

Bullding Department, furnished some interesting
articulars in relation to fire-proof bullaings, re-
rring particularly to the Mansard, He shares in

the opinion of Captain Damrell, the Chief Engineer
of the Fire Department in ton, that Mansard
roofs contributed to the spread of the fire, but the
great danger in his opinion lles in the party-walls,
which ure not constructed of sum:fent sirength
to withstand the fames, The following extract
in reference to the roof {8 raken from his puJished
report of 1809 :—

In this conyection T doem it nscessary torefer more

articularly to the manner of constructing “Mansard” or

rench roots, & stylo of roof with which a number of our
lavgert and most lofty hotels, banks and other public
hqulm:-. which have been erected within the past few
years, nre surmounted. Many ot hhone siguctures lowe
up Iar beyond the reach of any ordinary streahi of ":{pf
torced by our powerful steam fire enginés, and they belng
framed wholly of woo I, with o slight covering of slate,
tin or sheet lron, wonld become wn easy prey to the
Sames Lo casy g nﬁg m'!nlmuucept bybiding. ~Hhonld this
highly ornumental wnd Tusily hopalar form of roof be
used i'n future an llll!-llill‘lia aliove the ordinary height, the
rramowaork, dormer windows, casings, &c., shonld be
made of fireprool materinls, as well as the cornices and
coverings thereot

IRON SRUTTRRA,

Mr. Maogregor alluded to many buildings he con-
glilered unsafe, Fflﬂ‘llf-inl particnlarly of those on
Chuareh strect, which, not being provided with iron
ghatters, are llable to danger at any moment; and
he is of opinion that if ever a fire breaks out on an
extended scale in this vicinity the rﬂ.{ will be deci.
mated from Canal etreet to the Battery and from
river to river,

THE BOSTON FIRE—A CORRECTION.

To Tug EDITOR OF TIE HERALD:~

In your Interesting Doston letter relative to the
great fire, printed in this morning's HERALD, up-
pears this passage :(— "

Passing the stulwart policeman who kept back th
erowd :It‘lhe top of l"rnnﬁi'n stroet 1 ﬂmrﬂrl the hrrrnr&
district. Here on the right stood the et buildine
by Patrick Donalos, who buﬁnn life & paur. aniettored
i’hh boy, and who by antiring Industry and persevernnce
became a millionnaire .?wn ng one of the fincst stric.
sures in the city. e dld not make n eent of hls money
by selling runma tn his counirymen, a8 many have done,
lila loss eannot be tlmmnwl!]_r estimated. Mo lears his
misfortune lke thousnids of other honvy losers, with
equapimity, amd will rebulld the publishing store which
wias mmrah,v enongh his pride, He was at s pross dinner
on Hﬂﬂl‘lll{ at the fevere House while his bullding was
being lald In nshes.

Permit me to sny that Mr, Donahoe, of the Pilot,
daul not begln life a *“poor, unlettered Ivish boy,™
a8 he hid been given by hia parents a good Eng.
ligh education, and had heen by them early appron-

oWl

ticed Lo vhe “art preservative of all arts,” by pa.

and laborious devotion

uis, th #il his aotive
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POLAR EXPEDITIGNS AND ARCTIC
EXPLORATIONS.

(;‘m'n the Londoa
The Northwest
inh In 1860 M

Telegraph, Oot. 24.]
wa?" discovered by
Collinson sailed

Englshmen. #od
through Beh Btrall steered due  east
) o locked In the loe,

tow Melvitie SBonna, There,
Belcher, wiho had made his

they were ploked up b
way up into tue Soun Mg&h Greenland Gull and
Baiin's Lay. Thus, then, M
are the only navigators who have ever socomplish
the Northwest and who have showi tLat
1t ls posaiblo to #all from Liverpool, a,mlm:ni
leaving Grecnland on the right, skirt the grea
North American Continent, luave Kamchatks on
the right again, and cast snohor in tue waters of
the Mikado. Ureat as the discovery is, it yet is
useless, We have cut Suez; wo may soon perform
a similar exploit at Pansina. The Central Paciflo
line binds San Franelsoo te New York; snd beloro
anothe{lfnnemtion has passcd away & continuous
rond will streteh from ‘iable Bay to the Mozam-
bigne Chunnel. But knother problem awatts
more important by iar and more interesting than
tie disguvery ef either Northwest or Northeast
Channel, We know that North Amoriea, with It&
AL;Fu pendant of the hern Contincnt; that
a and kurope, and—to add yet auother contl-
nanl—-{iraenll.ml'. are but envrmous isiands; that
HBehring Btraits, the Gulf of Greenland aud the
open sen between Spitzbergen and Nova Zembla
are all in Irce communicativn witn one another,
But how about the Isaeli—how abuut the
mystic spree which les Iand-locked between these
ocontinents? The genoral thsor{. and one which
fucts gtrongly support, 18 that towards the North
Pole sets & continuous updercurrent of Warm
ses water, which, rising at the Pole Itself,
forms ®» huge iree Arotic Ses, surrounded
by monstrous icebergs and mfinite flocs, while
itsell is noruiied by winds, untroubled by tempest,
teeming with lito sud ever open. From ita centre
the currents set svuthwadd, and soon the chill
brine {8 converted into huge masses of ice, which,
floating towards she Equator, block np ‘lehriug
Btraits and Bamin's Bay, and out oif all acceas Lo
this noble Arctic Ocean, It {8 the old story of the
Hyperboreans over again, We have to get well
behind the north wind, and when onee behind it
we break upon the scene widch old Lucret
aints, We see the ﬁlar_r of heaven, the quie
dwelling where no winds rattle, no rain drops; no
hall, no snow, no hoar frost works ita cruel will—
but & cloudless sky, unflecked, laughs with wide
flood of Light,

Who I# t6 be the first to break into this silent
aen? ‘Ihat it 18 there—that it lies in all its open
glory under the Polar sky—we know as surely os
weo know any truth of sclence, The great warm
Gulf Stream 18 ever fowlng towarda the Pole; itis
ever rolliug back, converted (nto huge and hideous
blogks and hummocks and bergs, ore thun this,
the process has ol Iate years becoine wore rapid.
Greenland 13 now ene vast thrilling region of tuiek-
ribbed fee.  The vuli of Greeniand used te be navi-

ble up to Grinnell Land and Kaoe's open sea. Now
t 18 blocked with animmense flood of eryatal, which
comes roding down, crumpling up before it all that
vomes ln Its way, a8 a railway triain would erumple
up an egg. Parry—keenedt, truest, most chlvairous

our Arctio voyagers—did his best to reach the
open oc:an upon Sledged, The ice. with him upon
it, travelled [aster towards the south than he upon
it conld make hesdway towards th¢ north, He
found himsell, a8 it were, upon f huge g’[ucmi
treadmill, The fates were against him, and he

bent his wiy back. But where one, throngh
no fauit of his own, has [alled, others
can win, and It 18 certaln that this
glorlons open Northern Bea, where the

whale wallows and the seal and walrus berd, will
yot ba cut by Eunropean keel. Tie Austrians have
an expedition at present wiotering in the Nova
Zembla Ocean, under Weyprecht and Payer. A
Swedish expedition, rnled by Palander and Vor-
denksjold, will early next Spring attemps to cut ita
way nortiward in lght siedges, drawn by fleet
reindeer, The Danes are scnding exploring par-
ties towards the wltima Thule by land over the
extreme Polar bounds of waste and barren Green-
land; and even the French, amid all their troubles
from within and without, propose to despatch an
Arctlc expedition under Awbert aund Mack,
though tor the present it I8 postponed, owlng to
some obstacles which stvod in the way. Nor 18
this all. It |8 also understood that FPrince Bis-
marck and Prince Hohenlohe take much interest
in these discoveries, and that it 18 not unlkely that
yet another German expedition may be despatched
next Spring to follow up the researches already
described. i

Where ia England amid all these e
Ought she not, too, to hold her own? Where
A0 great a problem (8 to be solved, ought
#he alone to hold back and to measure the net
value of the results of such an unjertaxing against
its met cost?! Grant that the discovery of the
open Polar Bea will lead to no real good, will
add not a penny either to our lmports or our
exports; that the wretched savages who live on
the extreme northern fringe of the world's two
huge continents have nothing to offer us for our
beads and cutlery save sealskins and walrus ivory,
and that, on our arh It {8 cheajer to procure
wvory from Central on and sealsking from
Aluska than to despatch veasels to the terrible
Northern Sea. Even When all this {s admitted,
the broad question yet remains behind of our
national glory and credit. Is England to once
wnln allow hersell to be outstri in the race?

hile we were debating about Livingstone and
about the %oulhmt.lu passing through Unyan-
yembe to Ujiji Mr. Stanley was already on his
way. By the time the English expedition had col-
lected Its forces at Zanzibar the young American
was pressing on from Ujiji to the coast, bearing the
news for which we had walted for years, Is such a
he England of
Hudson and
Baflin of Ross and Tarry, of McClure
and Belcher, of Franklln and Usborn? Burely
the mnr{eaf discovering this open Northern Sea
ought to be our own. Doubtless the matter is not
one in which an economical Chancellor can be ex-
pected to take any great interest. Mr. Lowe would
robably reply, as he replied when asked to aid the
Avingatone !ielru!_l Expedition, that the case 18
one eminently suited for private enterprise, and to
which, 8o long as It I8 supported by private funds,
all success-and prosperity may be wished, But i3
this the way in which a l:a:t country such as our

tions?

own—the queen of ocean, the mis-
't,re:’s ’or he  seas—ought to measure her
utles

In old days klng‘gh and emperors
nad wider and broader views, @ records of the
Hackluyt Soclety teew with narrative after narra-
tive of expeditions sent out at the expense ot the
national exchequer. The outlay of money that
such undertakings involve is a inere telle. The
results In which they may end, and oiten do end,
are incalculable. e discoveries of Livingstone
and Stanley s to us a possibllity of a
great line of rall running due east and west from
Congo to Comoro, and rendering unnecegsary the
tedious pml{e round the Cape. Bo, too, it
woulid seem that the Nicaragna Canal ought to
have been discovered years ast‘:; that, In short,
it I8 the faunlt of our governments that we know so
little as we do of the earth's surfuce. “I believe,”
gays Socrates to his puplils in the “FPhmedo,” ‘that
the earth is very vast, and that we who dwell in
the reglon which runs from the Phasls to the Pll-
lars of Hercules along the borders of the sea are
Just like wnto frogs about s marsh,and imhabit a
small portion only; and that many others !mhabit
““'ﬂ, ces,” How long are we (0 fix onr desires
hg the earth which we know? Is It possible
that Fogiand is to yleld wp her own plage
and to allow world ~ to be mapped
out for her Uy others? Can it be that we
have alread forgotten what Mr. Stanley's
chief sald to his lleutenant when the discovery of
Livingstone was at stake? “Draw for £1,000; if
that will not do draw for £2,000; 1f that will nov do
draw for £3,000." Is England—Drake's England—
to e outdone hy a New York jonrnal?  Onght we
not at once to send yet another expedition north-
ward, with orders not to return until it has broken
Snw th remote Polar Seat Ifever honor obliges
it Is here. 1fever our natlonal prestige wiil be
legsencd it will be when another nation, {IODI'EI'
than ourselves, shonld snatch from us the glory of
solving the great mystery ol the North,

THE LADIES' PAIR OF BST. LAWRENCE
OHURCH, YORKVILLE.

ji:he ladies’ fair on Elghty-fourth street, between
Third and Fourth avenues, which has alrcady had
a4 run of over three weekd, will be continued for
another week in the school house attached to the

Chureh of St, Lawrence. The object of the fair Is
to ralse funds for the erection of a new church,
which, when finishea, will not alone give ample
aecemmodation to the Catholies of Yorkville, but
will also contribute, in an architectural way, to
the mdornment of that portion of the clty,
Tuere are man{"thlngn of interest In the fair, Not-
withstanding its somewhat out-of-the-way location
It inds {ts share of patrous and ls nightly increas-
Ing In popularity. In the forthcoming week it is
hoped a still better patronage will be extended to
It and the means recured to accomplish the pur-

@ for which the falr was started. Father Goeck-
¢n, the pastor, Invites all the gradnates of St
John's College to ¥i#it the fair and contribute to
the ohject,

FIRE IN HENRY STREET.
A fire broke ont yesterday afternoon on the first
floor of the Aweillng 112 Henry street that caused a

damage of §200. One of the Tear rooms was also

damaged to the extent of $300, Samuel Goldman,
who occupied the front room, was insured in the
Hamilton Company for taod. Thomas Colemun,
the inbhabitant of the rear chambet, was not In-
gured, Firo Marshal llcapednn will hold an Investl-
gation into the cause of the conflngration to=dny.

Collapse of the Market, of Wew York—A Feoting
of Insecurity Prevalant and Fears for the
Btability of Thres or Four More Com-
panios—A Legal Squabble for the Re-
ceivership of the International—
Suspension of More Out of
Town Companies—The Hoff-
man Perfoctly Solvent.

The suspension of tho Humboldt and Interma-
tional Fire Insurance Companies ocaused muck
concern yesterday for the stability of others, whe
make no better slowing in thelr published atate-
ments, and canards were started at every cormer
of the atreets interseciing lower Broadway, abons
other companiea Leing on the eve of golng inte
bankruptey. The Internstional, at the head of
which is Mr. Savage, one ol the moat cautions of
presidenta in the city, was generally belioved to be
polvent and in & Nourishing eondislon, yet it suc-
cumbed to the astonishmont of everybody, and
asked for n recelver. An examination of the state-
ments put forth by several otber companies shows
that they are apparently no better than the
International, yet they sull stand the presanre.
In yesterday's HERALD the condition of all the olty
companies, with ons excejtion, appeared in m
voluminous compllation made from the eMcers’
statements, and yesterday It was subjected te
much criticlsm, Many emieclals, while declaring
that their ewn losses were correcily put, declared
ihav rival compaucies bad understated their losses
by from ferty to sixty per cent. Mr., Hodges, of the
Hoffman, was one of these gentlemen, aud he as-
slgned a8 his rensonfor not before giving Lis losses
to the press that he knew some other oom-
panles were placing their losa at one-half of
what they actually sustalned, and did nek
wish to misrepresent as they had done.
The report that bis company is in & orition! condi-
tion he most emphatically denied; ho placed thelr
loas by the Boston flre at $100,000, und assured the
reporter that they can pay it and bave a good sar-
plus to continue business. Ile felt very muoh
aggrieved at the reported suspension of the Hof-
man and declares that, if it I8 necessary, the om-
pers will make up any deficlendy, even If it be
double the present loss. It is to be regretted thas
he has not mooner placed the [acts as to thelr
conditlon before the publle and thus set at rest
the rumored #uspension. 1t 18 a matter
of regret that the rumor galned clrcu.
lation, but the directora can blame no
oue but their Prealdent lor his obstinacy, In the
face of apparently well-founded rumor and the sb-
gence ol uny atatement of its conditien or any
denial of the rumor, the press could not be ex-

ected to declare the company solvent, and Mr.

odges has doubtless discovered at lnst that the
better way to set at rest misvepresentations i te
candldiy polnt to the fgurea which siow such &
gratilying exhibit lor this old and popular com?ungs

When asked U other suspensioud were likely
occur, proininent {nsarance men yaatcrdu{ngmml;
shook their heads and responded that they
haid well-grounded fears lor the abllity of
three or four other companics to Wweather
the damger that threatens, A at  denl
depends upon the liberality of tne atook-
holders, This was shown lmmedistely after the
(lidcago fire, where many companies, at first and
for many days alter supposed to bo solvent, wens
down and were forced out of business. It was sup-
posed by the directors of these companies that tha
stockliolders would at once come forward and
make up the impairment by subsoriptioa; bug
many falled, and their companies were driven fto
the alternative of going into bankruptey. Buch, it
18 feared, will be the case mow with three o_i rqgg_
companies who are badly scorched ﬂlmm iy by
the Bosy n,?uwg;m e, I the ® olders come
to tne%‘l 0 r.]mtlﬂ almmlotrltln wlt‘t‘&1 ubauw tllm
to make up e losa ey .
be able to continue flre undterwriting %:5
pay all losses In full. If not, serions embATTASE-
ment, if not bankruptey, must result,  Where the
surpius is wiped out by the Josses, und the capltal
13 80 much impaired that they have not enough te
cover reinsurances, companies must elther make
good the loss or go under. After such losses ai
Bome companies nave sustained at Boston the stook-
holders can but Frouct themselves by temporary
puapension, apnd it ls probable a few will take that
course. There was but little change reported yes-
terday In the New York companles [rom that given
8o fully In yesterday's HERALD.

The risks of the Farragut, In Doston, were bui
$20,000, a8 will be seen by a relerence 1o the card
of the company in the advertising columns of the
HERALD tu-dnly.

By an error in the transposition of lines in yealer-
day's report the Commerce, of Albany, i8 made to
have no loss in Boston, It lost $30,000, but has &
surplus leit of $364,821—ample for all purposes.

e First National, of Worcester, Masa,, loat but
000 instead of §2,500,000, as at first reported,
and will pay in fall.

The People's, of Worcester, haa heen swamped.
.‘Irt lost 000 and had $800,000 mesets on 186 of

ANUATY.

The Narragansett, of Providence, lost sm.oool
}mt 12 all right, as it had $773,823 assets on 1st of

anuary.

Th:rﬁnlon. of Bangor, Me., sustained a loas of
£150,000, but Is solvent, as fts assets on 1si ol
January were $540,785,

The a{ State, of Worcester, Mass,, has snc-
cumbed to the pressure and suspended. It lost
$260,000; and as It had on 18t January §388,660
assets (¢ will likely pay in full.  *

'l'tu; &3{&‘"' Conn., Insurance Company loses
on
The Home, of Columbus, Ohto, loses only $47,500.

The Equitable Insurance Company, of Providence,
R. I, has stop, taking risks nnd called a meeting
of its stockholders, The total risks of the company
in the Boston burned district are $317,000, and the
total assets $430,000,

The only fallure reported yeaterday amo

New
York companies Is the Market, located at 57 Wall
street. On Tuesday the oMcers declared their
ability to

@0 throug ;bu%fanterﬂa morning at an
informal meeting of the directors they mgemled,
and n meeting of the stockholdera will be held to-
day to decide upon what course to pursue in set-
tling up the company’s affatrs. Oune of the oflicers,
who wss applied to for the asaets and Habillth

stated that they would not be made public un

alter to-day's meeting. company has heen

exceedingly unfortumate, havin suspended
twice before—after the Troy and Chlcago firea, It
Is belleved that it will be In a position

to A ln ercentage on Its lgsses, and per-
haj "”?L mnll'ge_rgg hiteh In the appointment of u re-
celver for the International I8 explained in the
Brooklyn papers of last evening. It appears thas
on Monday last Mr. Henry M. by, one of the
stockholdera of the company, applied to Ju
Pratt for an order dlgsolving the International
surance Companﬁa‘lnd appointing a reoaivarﬁnn
account of its logses by the Boston 3
Judge Pratt granted & temporary injunction
against the company, and appointeéd as tempor
recelver Mr, John Cammerden, who is a wi
known merchant 1n New York and a partner of
Herald Dollner. On Tuesday, alter notice of these

oceedings had been given to the company, J

‘nncher, of the New York supreme Court, upon t
sppllendon of other stockholders, appointed Mr.
Jarvis Slade permanent recelver of the company,
Judge Fancher not belng aware of the prior pro-
ceedings before Judge Pratt. The tempoary injnune-
tion granted by Judge Prait was made returnabie-
before His Honor and the lollowing connsel ap-
peared in the Chambers at eleven o'clock yester-
day morning :—Mr. Brown for the lnsurance com-
pany, Mr, Scudder for the stockholders in the ap-

llonhnn before Juidge Fancher; W, D. D1xon for
R(r. Slade, H, Borgen In behall of Mr, Bixby and
Henry J. Cnllen, Ji., for Mr. Cammerden.

The following 1s the report of the procesdings,
from which it will be seen that rival factions are
fighting for the spolls before the Courts:—

d asked Judge Pratt to make the Injunction
wuir ﬁn.rﬁ!:g““ the gr{:mll thut atter the appointmens

r:r:. Cammerden as ‘!:u;pumry"mu:lt': n’:“.’.‘?é.:‘l?f&"

ower Ml
n::l‘i&::l-}ﬁ:uu ratt .-horuld !’iow mnke EEI order nnpulnt:
iy r. Cu den o body | re-

per

celver,

Mr. Scudder, on the other hand, elaimed that the order
by Judge Fancher appolnting Mr. Binde ns recolver wag
valld und ended the proceedings.  He sald that the stock-
holders almo=t unanimously approved of Mr. Slade's ap-
iolntment, and that three- ol Boston creditors

ool also support him, He thought these creditors
shoi™! haye a volee in the settlement of the affairs of &
company having % mjllion doilars of assels.

Mr, Bergen urged tha, ™ Slade was recommended by
the directors of an insolvent IMG‘“E{"RDIHL that he
himself was one of the directors and ofi! of the 0
committer, under whose management the m“?‘
become insolvent. Mr. Canmerden wus m&‘:"o f:",
nish honds to II‘M- extent of m.vm,m: if the Court ré-

uired it. Mr, Bergen went on to_say that they claimed
there was no such Judge s Judge FPancher, It was &
wery grave question whether his appointment to the Sa-
Pn e t:mr"! beneh b.y. the Governor wns legnl, ag:run
1OVCrnor's power wis very m ted by the Bar.

Jdndge Pratt—Do you raise that question

Mr. Rergen—Wé do; but i all ’a:'em whethes
there ls or is not such a Judge, his order isillegal, be-
enuse there was a recelver previously appoluted by Your
Honur,

uch doub!

Mr, Beudder—Do you claim that the company was ln-
salvent previous lo’thc Boston fire?
Mr. Callen—

i Snfleghen e, s, e o
f'the directors does nat apply.
"'.H.‘Hg‘.' l"l-at.‘i'i took the papers nnd reserved uuv:wpon.

A meetidg of the directors of the New York and
Yonkers was held yesterday, when it was unanim-
ously resolved to assess for the losges al Boatom
and go on insuring as usnal, without lessening theie
capital or assets i doliar, Such promptness on the
part of the directors of a1l the companies would
put all the institutions on a firm lfoundation and
restore confdencs in them,

FELL DOWN STAIRS,

Thomas Donnelly fell down stalrs at 323 Basy
Twenty-seventh strect and died in Bellovae from

the effects of the injuries received, The nccldend
occurred on the 4th Inst. Coroner Schirmer wilk

hold an inquest on the body,



